To live or die--a cell's choice.
Cell death is one of several choices a cell faces in response to injury. The cell's inherent properties and its external environment determine which pathway is chosen. Interaction between transcription factors such as p53, E2F and c-Myc acts to finely tune the pathway selection process. Once the cell death pathway is initiated cell, survival proteins can stop it at different stages upstream of the activation of effector caspases. The exact point of no return along the cell death pathway is unknown, but is likely to vary between cells. It is unlikely to be a single step, but rather a short process leading to irreversibility of the pathway.